
 WTCS Board Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, December 5th, 2024 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Marquette Ostrand at approximately 6:30pm. 
 
Board Members Present: President Marquette Ostrand, Vice President Jennifer Gjovig (via 
Google Meet), Treasurer Amy Aamodt-Allenbrand, Secretary Kasey Richards, Lissa Voigt, and 
Travis Feiring 
 
Others Present: Head of School John Nelson, Principal Eric Palmer, Principal Christie Alston, 
Director of Finance & Operations Jessica Farmer, Developmental Director Shayla Bliss, IT 
Director Jen Grindeland, Spiritual Life Director Lois Johnson, and WTCS Members Rob and 
Vanessa Cox.  
 

1.​ Devotion and Prayer: Amy Aamodt-Allenbrand read from Romans 8:24-25. In this 
season of Advent, we wait patiently in hope and in this hope we are saved.  
 

2.​ Secretary’s Report: A motion to approve the November 7th 2024 Regular Board 
Meeting Minutes with the contingency that an update will be provided once notes are 
reviewed was made by Lissa. Seconded by Amy. Unanimous aye. Motion passed. 
 

3.​ Financial Report: the financial report was tabled to Executive Session for further review 
by the Board.  
 

4.​ Leadership Team Report 
a.​ Academic Report: The Western Education Regional Coop is providing 

instructional coaching to teachers through the use of Title Funding. J1 Teachers 
are encouraged to attend the J1 Mentorship program in Williston. WTCS is 
forming a partnership with a private speech practice in Williston so that students 
can receive private services in school. Staff observations are being conducted 
and a 1st grade teacher and middle school Bible teacher have been hired. The 
Principals have been working on the finals schedule, school safety and security, 
college readiness, the senior trip, and student council projects among numerous 
other things. The IT Director is working to update Senior transcripts, setting up 
college readiness testing dates, and maintaining the school intercom system and 
firewall.  

b.​ Development Report: The banquet was very successful and a date for next 
year’s banquet will need to be chosen soon. Mrs. Bliss is working on End of Year 
Giving and Giving Hearts Day, which takes place in February. Mrs. Bliss 
continues to meet with donors and to promote the Community Sponsors 
program.   

c.​ Head of School Report: Mr. Nelson is working to maintain the school boilers 
and entry heat radiators. He is preparing the timeline for ACSI accreditation and 
plans to complete the ACSI faculty viewing requirement by January. Mr. Nelson 



continues to fill personnel gaps and is working through the many aspects of 
planning for the 2025-2026 school year.  

 
5.​ Old Business: 

a.​ 2024-2025 Budget Amendments: tabled to Executive Session.  
 

6.​ New Business: 
a.​ Speech Services: Lissa is checking into the use of federal funds toward speech 

services for students. Mr. Palmer is looking into private speech providers who will 
accept Medicaid for families who are not insured.  

b.​ Board Member Resignation: Amy made a motion to accept Hannah Witthoeft’s 
resignation and appoint to her term ending in October of 2026 by opening interest 
to the membership. Seconded by Kasey. Unanimous aye. Motion passed. 

c.​ Board Portfolios: Lissa made a motion to keep the current Board Portfolios with 
the addition of Travis Feiring on the Building & Grounds and Safety & Security 
portfolios. Seconded by Kasey. Unanimous aye. Motion passed.  

d.​ Loan Term Approval: Amy made a motion to extend the Line of Credit. Seconded 
by Lissa. Jen abstained. Unanimous aye. Motion passed.  
 

7.​ Other: 
a.​ 2025-2026 Tuition & Fees: tabled to January.  

 
8.​ Executive Session: The board adjourned to executive session to discuss the 

Development Report, the Financial Consultation, the Director of Finance Report, and the 
Head of School Report. Present for portions were Director of Development Shayla Bliss, 
Director of Finance & Operations Jessica Farmer, and Head of School John Nelson. 

 
9.​ Continued Miscellaneous Action Items: 

a.​ There was Board consensus to reject the December Financial Report as 
presented.  

b.​ Kasey made a motion to approve the Quarter 1 Director of Development 
commissions. Seconded by Lissa. Unanimous aye. Motion passed.  

c.​ Travis made a motion to approve the tuition assistance request at 100% from the 
date of the application submission. Seconded by Lissa. Unanimous aye. Motion 
passed.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:00am. 
 
Next meeting will be held Thursday, January 9th, 2024 
Respectfully submitted, Kasey Richards 


